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God’s Heart for You 
So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am not longer 

worthy to be called your son.” 
But the Father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe – the best one – and put it on him; bring a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found!” And they began to celebrate. – Luke 15:20-24 
 

This story that Jesus told about the Lost Son and the 
Compassionate Father in Luke 
15:11-32 so well reveals 
God’s heart for you, for me, 
for all of humanity and all of 
creation! God’s heart for us is 
the starting point of our 
relationship with him. God’s 
heart is also what forms our 

views and actions towards others. And God’s heart is the 
assurance that there we will arrive safely at home. 

God’s heart begins our relationship with him. God loves 
you beyond what you can imagine! God created you and 
doted over you when you were a baby. God rejoiced in 
watching you grow up and learn all about the world he 
created. God watched with concern as you found your 
way to independence in your teens and young adulthood. 
He watched with pride as you grew more confident and 
competent in the gifts he gave you to use. He delighted 
when you laughed and was pained with the tears you 
shed. He has walked with you as your rose to your 
physical peak and now even as some of you experience 
decline. God’s love continues to reach out to us, always 
inviting us back to him. It’s not that God does not see our 
sins, but he chooses to love us in spite of them. We may 

run and hide from God, but God will 
not reject you. No matter what you 
have done. 

In the story of the Lost Son and the 
Compassionate Father, we are 
invited to see ourselves as the Lost 
Son, the Lost Daughter, the Lost 
Child. We are invited to see 

ourselves as the one who has run away from God, but 
God lovingly welcomed us back. We are also invited to 
read this parable through the eyes of the Compassionate 

Father. We are urged to see others as the Father sees 
them: as people whom God loves and welcomes, and not 
to view people as their sins. If people only saw me as the 

sins of my past, I would be 
lonely and hopeless. 
Consequences and 
boundaries are appropriate 
and necessary as well. They 
give us protection from those 
who would manipulate us 
and abuse our goodwill 

toward them. But as we have opportunity, we should 
work for and celebrate the return of lost sinners to the 
house of God. 

God’s heart is also the assurance that we will end our 
life’s journey in God’s presence. We will be welcomed 
into God’s embrace, just as the Lost Son was embraced 
by the Compassionate Father. We need to cooperate with 
God’s grace toward us to grow as followers of Jesus. But 
the assurance that we will be 
welcomed by God is based on 
God’s character, and his love 
and grace for us; our assurance 
is not based on our 
performance or earning our 
way back to him. The Lost Son 
said he would work to just be a 
servant in his father’s house. 
But his father would not hear of it! The Compassionate 
Father welcomed the Lost Son, because he loved him. 

I am thankful for and challenged by God’s Heart toward 
me. May you realize the depth of God’s love, and may it 
change how you see the world! 

Pastor Ben
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Treasurers’ Update: 
2020 Year-to-date: Jan-June 21 

 Year to date offerings:    $85,755.75 
    Year to date expenses:   $85,131.87 
    Budget………………….. $93,450.75 

Average Weekly giving:   $3,430.23 
                 Designated Funds: 
Maconaquah Buddy Bags $8,563.51 

 
 2020 Worship Attendance 
     June 7 44 
     June 14 49 
     June 21 33 
 
              2020 Yearly Average:62 

 
 
 

 

July Sermons  
Texts from Thessalonians 

  Date:   Texts and Theme 
July 5,         2:1-16 Paul's ministry in   
  Thessalonica 
July 12,      2:17-3:13 Trials and persecutions 
July 19,     4:1-12 (Communion) Living and  
  Loving to please God 
July 26,     4:13-5:11 The Second Coming of      
  Jesus 
Aug 02,     5:12-28 Parting Words 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Maconaquah Buddy Bag News 

Linda Miller & Brian Mast will be taking 
the role of Treasurers for the Buddy Bag 
program when Pastor Sarah leaves. 

They will be responsible for seeing the money 
gets deposited. The church office Secretary will 
then send receipts to those sending 
contributions by mail from outside our 
congregation.  

Mennonite Women 
Sewing 

2020 
Six ladies gathered for Mennonite Women on 
Thursday June 4.  It was good to gather again as we 
weren’t able to meet in April and May due to the Covid 
19 pandemic.  We knotted two comforters and sorted 
through donations from the Rescue Mission.  
President Karen Kendall received a letter stating a 
decision will be made soon as to whether the MCC 
sale will be held in September in light of the pandemic.  
We also decided to send the contributions we planned 
to make in April and May.  We sent $100 to Kokomo 
Urban Outreach for the ManUp program.  We will also 
send $400 to MCC for health kits, school kits, and the 
general fund. 
We enjoyed our sack lunches and conversations that 
went along with it. Our next meeting is Thursday, July 
2.  As always, we will have a sack lunch. 
 

Linda Mast, Secretary 
*See the next page for updated information about 

the MCC sale. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8/6  Women’s Sewing & Fellowship 9–3 
8/3  CMT 6:30 p.m. 
8/10  Women’s Ministry Council 7 p.m. 
8/11  Church Council 7 p.m. 
8/25  Outreach Team 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

• The only limits to God’s grace are the limits we 
put on it. 

• Give God what’s right, - not what’s left. 
• Be sure to count your blessings 
• If you find a path with no obstacles, it probably 

doesn’t lead anywhere. 
• The bread of life never becomes stale. 
• He who kneels before God can stand before 

anyone. 
• The church is prayer-conditioned. 
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Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale-2020 

will take place as: 
• Hosted virtual events, including (but not limited to) 

o an enhanced Online Auction in September; and 
an Online Quilt Auction, complete with 
auctioneers (details for both auctions to come 
at http://www.mennonitesale.org) 

o a Virtual Run for Relief (details to come on the 
website at http://www.mennonitesale.org/run-
for-relief); 

• Contributing to MyCoinsCount by saving quarters, 
matching your Church’s donations, or Using the MCC 
MyCoinsCount Calendar at 
http://www.mennonitesale.org/church-info (click on 
MyCoinsCount Calendar); 

• Several  “minimal contact” fun sale events of your 
favorite Relief Sale foods and items, at various venues; 

• Initiatives by individuals, families and groups for 
smaller fundraising events. 

• “Relief Sale Sunday,” September 27, 2020, inviting 
congregations to remember MCC’s centennial during 
your worship services with special videos and a special 
offering for the Michiana Relief Sale to support the 
work of MCC. 

Here are ways you can help: 
• Keep donating your quilts, wall hangings, craft items, 

plants, online auction items, gift certificates, and fun 
experiences for the Online Auction and the Quilt 
Auction! Come up with your own unique ideas for 
special baskets and other items or experiences you can 
donate to an enhanced Online Auction;  

• Offer your ideas for events you would be willing to 
support or host. Send us a message at the “Michiana 
Mennonite Relief Sale” Facebook page, or email us at 
mennonitesale@yahoo.com with your ideas for 
fundraisers you would be willing to support. 

• Be open to supporting our efforts by volunteering your 
time and energy, by supporting with your funds, and 
by praying for the Board as we begin exploring how we 
can sustain our Relief Sale contributions to Mennonite 
Central Committee.  

• We  encourage you to donate generously to MCC by 
helping the Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale reach its 
$300,000 online funding goal by making a special 
contribution in support of the Michiana Mennonite 
Relief Sale Gift Registry at 
https://donate.mcc.org/registry/michiana-mennonite-
relief-sale.  

Please stay informed  about our various 2020 Michiana 
Mennonite Relief Sale efforts  

• through the “Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale” 
Facebook page;  

• through our website at 
http://www.mennonitesale.org; 

• through direct mail (to bidders and “friends”) 
• and through your church announcements 

Please help during the Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale 
planned events by giving generously of your time, 
energy, commitment, and resources to make MCC’s 
centennial year successful and special!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

July 2020 
*Denotes Birthday ** Anniversary 

*1 Hannah Birkey 
*10 Clara Chism 

**14 Kent & Dawn Wilson 
*19 Jane Mast 

**19 Terry & Karen Kendall 
**21 Aaron & Elizabeth Hannah 

*22 Leonard Mast 
*25 Joanna Miller 

*26 Lily Birkey 
*27 Cindy Miller 

 
 

Recipe 
BLENDER APPLESAUCE 
4 medium apples (about 4 cups) 
½ cup sugar 
¼ cup water 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
5 or 6 drops red food coloring 
Pare, core, and cube apples; put all ingredients 
in blender container; Cover and blend until 
smooth. 
May be served chilled or warm. 
Makes 2 cups.

http://www.mennonitesale.org/
http://www.mennonitesale.org/run-for-relief
http://www.mennonitesale.org/run-for-relief
http://www.mennonitesale.org/church-info
mailto:mennonitesale@yahoo.com
https://donate.mcc.org/registry/michiana-mennonite-relief-sale
https://donate.mcc.org/registry/michiana-mennonite-relief-sale
https://www.facebook.com/michianareliefsale/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/michianareliefsale/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
http://www.mennonitesale.org/
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 Uganda Update 
 
When The Cattle Project closed, money was allocated 
for the growing garden project in Uganda. Pastor Alex 
sent the following report about how they are using the 
funds to help their project grow:  

Expanding the garden                $ 340 
Rabbit and poultry                      $ 250 
Seminar and workshops             $ 300 
Outreaches activities                  $ 160 
Boosting youth initiatives            $ 350 
Introduction of piggery farming   $ 300 
Brick making                               $ 300 
Alex also wrote "We have introduced new activities 
into our program such as brick making and piggery, in 
order to target the school dropouts. The money 
allocated for these activities, like we have been doing 
with other garden activities, will help us to empower 
and impart skills to the youth in these fields. We have 
some youth like Teopista, who using the skills learned, 
started some initiatives such as small gardens and 
rearing a few birds. We thought of boosting their 
initiatives by allocating $350 to support individual 
work."  

 
 
 
 

IT’S UP TO US 
This was written back in 1986 – So imagine 
what the numbers are today!!! 
There are 139,000,000 church members in America. 
78,000,000 are inactive. 
This leaves 61,000,000 to do most of the work. 
22,000,000 are over 65 and have done their share. 
24,000,000 are under the age of 21. 
This leaves 15,000,000 to do most of the work. 
But 9,000,000 are ‘too busy.’ 
This leaves 6,000,000 to do most of the work.  
But 2,000,000 are in school 
This leaves 1,000,000 to do most of the work. 
But 750,000 are sick or disabled. 
This leaves 250,000 to do most of the work. 
But last week 249,998 were away from home on 
business or vacation. 
This leaves 2 people to do most of the work. 
So it’s up to you and me. If we don’t do it, it won’t 
get done! 

 

Amigo Centre wishes to thank everyone who has 
given so generously. We have felt your support 

whether through financial means or through prayer. 
We are hopeful about the future and continue to work 
towards helping people connect to God, nature and 

each other. Announcements about events and 
programs can be found on our facebook page and on 

our website, amigocentre.org 

• The 23rd Annual Amigo Centre Golf Scramble, 
previously has been postponed to a date in the 
Fall. It will most likely be held on a Friday 
afternoon in September. 

• We are hopeful that Amigo Park will be able to 
open in some capacity this summer. 
(dependent on rules outline by the state & 
local health department)  

Matthew Ropp | Executive Director | Amigo Centre | 269-
651-2811 www.amigocentre.org 

 

 
 

Worship Services! 
Starting July 5 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School  
For all ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship service 

You are welcome to join us in 
praising the Lord! 

Pastors: Ben & Sarah Schlegel 

 
OUR VISION 

Howard-Miami Mennonite Church exists to love, 
glorify and worship God, to love and serve others, to 

share the Gospel, and to encourage each other to 
become fully devoted followers of Jesus, empowered 

by the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Howard-Miami Mennonite Church Newsletter is published 
monthly by Howard-Miami Mennonite Church at 3976 E 1400 S, 
Kokomo IN 46901.   Phone: 765-395-7509 Office hours: 8-12, Mon-
Thurs.  Pastors: Ben & Sarah Schlegel Email: 
office@howardmiami.org Website: www.howardmiami.org    

http://amigocentre.org/
http://www.amigocentre.org/
mailto:office@howardmiami.org
http://www.howardmiami.org/

