
When I think of June, I think of spring first. 
But in looking for inspiration for the 
newsletter, I began thinking about Father’s 
Day and how much I love to show my 
husband, father, and the fathers in my life 
how much they mean to me. 
 
The greatest gift I have received from my 
father (and mother, too, of course) is the gift 
of being raised in a loving home that 
believes God is the true and ultimate father. 
 
I was reading about dads and looked up 
why we call God our father. It sounds like 
something I should already know – and I do 
and always have – but I’ve never actually 
asked, “Why do we call him Father?”  
 
In my search online, I 
came across an 
article from Focus on 
the Family that helps 
explain to kids why 
we call God the 
Father. The whole 
artcile is titled 
“God…the Father?” 
and can be found online at 
www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/god-
the-father/.  
 
Here is one section that highlights five 
truths, which paint a profound (yet still 
incomplete!) picture of our heavenly Father. 
I hope you enjoy this short portion on 
glimpses into God’s character. 
 

-Lynelle Mellady 
 

 
He is the source of life. Fathers have an 
important part in contributing to the life of 
children. As you lead your kids, help them 
recognize how their heavenly Father is the 
source of all life. Visit zoos, aquariums and 
arboretums together, enjoying the vast 
spectrum of life that wouldn’t exist without 

our Creator Father. Emphasize also that 
following God’s plan is the path 
to abundant life (John 10:10). And when we 
accept His Son as our Savior, we are given 
new life — adopted into the Father’s family 
(Romans 6:23). 
 
He lovingly corrects us. As the true 
Father, God’s discipline and correction are 
always done out of love (Hebrews 12:3-11). 
Help your kids recognize the ways that 
God’s Spirit corrects us in our everyday 
decisions and interactions with others, how 
we can feel Him prodding us toward 
decisions that reflect His love and truth, and 
how we feel convicted when we choose to 
disobey. 

 
He provides for our 
needs. Show your kids all 
the ways God provides for 
our needs. Celebrate 
rainstorms and apple trees 
and lakes full of fish – how 
much joy the true Father 
must receive when we 
enjoy all the good gifts that 

He has provided through creation (Matthew 
7:11). 
 
He gives us His wisdom. We help our kids 
learn life skills and encourage them in their 
gifts and talents. But help them see that true 
wisdom comes from our heavenly Father. 
His inspired Word is the ultimate source of 
wisdom and truth (2 Timothy 3:16-17d). 
 
He always welcomes us back. We forgive 
our children when they mess up, and we try 
to help them make better choices in the 
future. Help your kids recognize that this is 
just a glimpse of God’s role in our lives. He 
is the ultimate model of forgiveness. We all 
mess up, but our true Father is constantly 
on watch for our return, running to us with 
joy when we turn back to His family (Luke 
15:11-32). 
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June Worship 
Worship Coordinator – Elizabeth Hannah 

 
June 6 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Sermon: Pastor Will Douglas 
Worship Leader: Elizabeth Hannah 
Music: Debbie Statton & Teresa Miller 
Children’s Church: Joan Ebert 
Usher: Danny Miller 
 
June 13 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Sermon: Pastor Will Douglas 
Worship Leader: Linda Miller 
Music: Margi Bontrager & Karen Kendall 
Children’s Church: Cindy Miller 
Usher: Wayne Miller 
 
June 20 – Father’s Day 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Sermon: Pastor Will Douglas 
Worship Leader: TBD 
Music: Debbie Statton & Teresa Miller 
Children’s Church: TBD 
Usher: Sherry Otto 
 
June 27 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Sermon: Pastor Will Douglas 
Worship Leader: TBD 
Music: Margi Bontrager & Karen Kendall 
Children’s Church: Jeanie Miller 
Usher: Dee Troyer 
 
 
Office Hours for Pastor Will Douglas 
Monday-Thursday (hours vary, check weekly 
bulletin) 
Friday & Saturday – Off 
Email: Will@HowardMiami.org 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Bible School 
June 13-17 from 6-8 p.m. 

Ages 4-8th Grade 
 
We are so excited to invite your children to join us 
for Summer Bible School this year at Howard-
Miami Mennonite Church, June 13–17 from 6:00 
p.m.–8:00 p.m.! Our Summer Bible School is open 
to children ages 4 through grade 8. Masks are 
welcome, but not required. 
 
Our theme this year is Great Big Beautiful World. 
Through fun-filled times of learning and 
experiences, children will discover God’s deep love 
for all creation, including each child. We will look at 
five Bible stories focused on the ways God cares 
for the earth and challenges us to be part of caring 
for and preserving the created world. Every evening 
we will worship together, learn Bible stories, and 
enjoy times of learning, playing, and crafting.  
 
Our money offering project this year will go to 
support garden and animal projects in Uganda. We 
will also collect children’s socks, paper towels, and 
toilet paper for the Kokomo Rescue Mission.  
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful week with 
your children!  
 
Summer Bible School Committee: Mary Birkey, 
Courtney Lawson, Judy Otto, and Larissa Douglas 
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For a complete list of upcoming events, visit 

www.HowardMiami.org/events. 
 
 
Women’s Sewing & Fellowship 
June 3 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

This event will leave you in stitches! 
Come ready to sew various mission 
projects while sewing new friendships 
through fellowship. This event is held in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a sack 

lunch. No registration or fee required. Beginning 
sewers are welcome – no skill is required. 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
June 19 @ 8 a.m. 

Women are welcome for this month’s 
Men’s Breakfast! The guest speaker will 
be Pastor Travis Drummond from 
Jamaica. Come enjoy a good food, 

good conversation, and a great message. No 
registration or fee required. 
 
Women’s Coffee & Conversation 
June 12 @ 8:30 a.m. 

All ladies are welcome to come for a hot 
beverage and fellowship at Cross 
America for Women’s Coffee & 
Conversation. No registration or fee 
required. 

 
Summer Bible School 
June 13-17 from 6-8 p.m. 

Children ages 4 to 8th grade are 
invited to attend Summer Bible 
School from Sunday, June 13 
through Thursday, June 17 from 6 
p.m.-8 p.m. This year’s theme is 
Great Big Beautiful World and 
focuses on taking care of and 

preserving all of God’s creation. Join us for five 
days of Bible stories, crafts, games, snacks, 
singing, fellowship, and fun! Registration sheets are 
available in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

June 
June 1 @ 6:30 p.m. – Summer Bible School staff 
meeting 
June 3 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. – Women’s Sewing 
June 8 @ 7 p.m. – Church Council 
June 12 @ 8:30 a.m. – Women’s Coffee &  
 Conversation at Cross  America in Kokomo 
June 12 @ 1 p.m. – WIOU-CAM Golf Tournament; 
find out more at www.CAMHope.org.   
June 13-17 from 6-8 p.m. – Summer Bible School 
June 14 @ 5 p.m. – Women’s Ministry Team 
June 19 @ 8 a.m. – Men’s Breakfast 
June 20 – Father’s Day 
June 29 @ 6:30 p.m. – Outreach Team Meeting 
 

July 
July 4 – Independence Day 
July 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Women’s Sewing;  
 Bring a sack lunch 
July 6 @ 6:30 p.m. – Children’s Ministry Team 
July 10 @ 7 a.m. – Men’s Breakfast 
July 10 @ 8:30 a.m. – Women’s Coffee & 
Conversation at Cross America in Kokomo 
July 12 @ 6:30 p.m. – Friendship Haven Board 
July 12 @ 7 p.m. – Women’s Ministry Team 
July 13 @ 7 p.m. – Church Council 
July 17 – Free Community Meal (Details TBD) 
July 27 @ 6:30 p.m. – Outreach Committee 
 

 
Historian and Archivist Needed! 

We are in search for a volunteer to take over the 
position of Historian and Archivist. The duties and 
responsibilities include: 

 Collecting and archiving bulletins, 
newsletters, committee minutes, and 
important documents. 

 Managing and organizing the church 
archives, located in the Jesus and Me 
(JAM) Basement. 

If you’re interested in volunteering, email Lynelle 
Mellady at office@howardmiami.org or call the 
office at 65-395-7509 during office hours. 
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Mennonite Women & Sewing 

May Minutes 
 
If you read our articles regularly, you know the work 
we do each first Thursday of the month.  How many 
regular activities can you name?  If you said 
quilting, knotting comforters, sorting donations from 
the Rescue Mission, you have the right answers.  
Along with those things we have devotions, lunch, 
and visiting.  You are invited to join us. The more 
the merrier! 
 
President Jeanie Miller read a letter from Kokomo 
Urban Outreach thanking us for donations we have 
made to them.  They also shared their current 
programs and needs there. She led in prayer. 
 
Linda Mast shared devotions from a Max Lucado 
video from Holy Week.  His theme was John 14: 1.  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, 
trust also in me.”  Jesus offered these words of 
comfort to the disciples.  These words are available 
to us also. Count it all joy when you face trials. By 
trials, our faith is developed. Live in pursuit of an 
untroubled life.  
 
We had lunch, continued quilting, knotting 
comforters, and sorting donations.  
 
The next meeting is May 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Hope to see you there! 

 
Linda Mast, Secretary 
 
 

 

 
 

Women’s Ministry Team 
My Favorite Thing Party 

The Women’s Ministry Team held a “My Favorite 
Thing” party on Sunday, May 23. They had 22 
ladies present of all ages. Each lady brought one of 
their favorite things, shared why it was their favorite 
thing and then got to take home someone else’s 
favorite thing. It was a joyous time.  

 
What’s Happening? 

 
The Women’s Ministry Team met on May 10 at 7 
p.m. We opened sharing, and Ruth Andrews 
prayed over shared items. After reviewing minutes, 
the committee finalized plans for the My Favorite 
Thing Party. 
 
The committee decided to continue Coffee & 
Conversation at Cross America, as this has been a 
good time for the ladies. There were 14 people at 
the May 8 event, which was the biggest attendance 
so far. The next Coffee & Conversation will be held 
on Saturday, June 12 from 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. at 
Cross America. 
 
There was a successful brainstorming time for 
activities for the fall, which included ideas such as 
Bible study, S’mores party, and celebrating every 
ladies’ birthday party. Events will be decided at a 
later date.  
 
The next meeting is June 14 at 5 pm. 
 
Carolyn Myers for Dawn Wilson 
 

 



 

June 
 

May 30-June 6: Harold Mast 
June 6-13: Kemper Mellady 

June 13-20: Rosalyn Beachy 
June 20-27: Linda Mast 

June 27-July 4: Carson Engel 
 

Don’t forget to place your card, note, or small gift in 
the designated basket at the Appreciation Station 
located in the Fellowship Hall. There you will find 
postcards (some already stamped!), pens, and “I’ve 
been praying for you 
this week” notes. 
 
This initiative is 
designed to recognize 
each and every 
congregant. One 
person is chosen at 
random each week. 
You don’t have to use 
the Appreciation Station, but don’t forget to pass on 
the love to your fellow Howard-Miami family 
members. 
 
Remember, appreciation isn’t just for the selected 
congregants. We hope this encourages you to 
show appreciation to everyone around you – 
especially for their spiritual gifts. 

 
Let’s all give thanks to one another and show the 
love of Christ to our church family and beyond! 

 

Do you have an announcement, 
praise, or prayer request? 

You can submit prayer requests, praises, and 
announcements for the weekly bulletin and 
CrossTalk by emailing office@howardmiami.org, 
calling the church office during regular office hours, 
or placing a note in the church office mailbox. The 
bulletin and CrossTalk are finalized on Thursdays, 
so please make your submissions before this time. 
If you have an urgent request or announcement, 
please contact Ruth Andrews, who handles One 
Call. You can find Ruth’s information in the church 
directory. 
 

Map Your Financial Journey 

With Everence, you can get help to map your financial 
journey. Everence financial planning offers you a 
relationship with a knowledgeable financial planner to 
review your situation and develop a customized plan 
that aligns your life mission or goals with your 
financial decisions, inspires confidence about your 
future and enables you to give more generously. 
 
Learn more about financial planning, no matter what 
stage of life you’re in at www.everence.com/financial-
services/financial-planning.  
 
Prepare for Your Journey 
Get some of your financial questions answered as 
you move into the next step on your life journey, no 
matter what stage you are at. 
  
College 
Get tips on juggling your expenses, while also 
enjoying getting a degree. 
 
Getting Started 
Now that you’ve graduated, find out what it takes to 
step out on your own. 
 
Marriage 
Establish a solid financial foundation as you begin to 
share your lives. 
 
Starting a Family 
Find out how to protect your 
new family. 
 
Buying a House 
Questions to consider as 
you start looking for your 
home sweet home. 
 
Preparing for Retirement 
Find out how to plan for your dream retirement. 
 
Giving Back 
Your charitable giving isn’t just about giving donations 
at the end of each year or saving until after you pass 
away. There are lots of options and tools for ways you 
can make a difference today and for generations to 
come. 
 
End-of-Life Planning 
Start conversations to help you and your family 
prepare for a meaningful transition. 

 
Linda Miller, treasurer, is our Everence 
representative. 
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Stay connected with the Evana Network by 

checking out their monthly blog PULSE. You can 

access the latest edition at 

www.evananetwork.org/may-pulse/.  

May PULSE 
If you missed it, in the May edition of PULSE you 
can read about how God worked through one 
Evana Pastor while he was stuck out of the country 
during COVID-19. Also, get an update on the 
Postponement of REGEN2020. 
 
Upcoming Evana Events 

Re•gen 2021 Youth & Adult Gathering 
July 1-5, 2021 @ Taylor University (Upland, IN) 
Registration Closes June 1 
 
Our national Re*Gen 2021 biennial gathering will 
take place July 1-5, 2021 at Taylor University 
(Upland, IN). Worship with Sing Love and teachings 
will be held every morning and evening. Midday 
events include delegate sessions, seminars, 
learning labs, recreational activities, and more. 
Registration closes June 1, 2021, so be sure to 
visit www.EvanaNetwork.org to sign up!  
 

 
We are especially excited to 
introduce our speaker, Hannah 
Gronowski, the Founder and CEO 
of Generation Distinct, and a 
preacher, speaker and author. For 
more on Hannah, visit 
www.hannahgronowski.com.  
 

Our website also has updated details on lodging, 
arrangements for youth groups, COVID guidelines, 
and more. Please note that we will be constantly 
updating the COVID guidelines as the event 
approaches. Get more information at 
www.evananetwork.org/event/re-gen2021.  
 

Howard-Miami Mennonite Church is a member of the 
Evana Network, which is a movement of pastors and 
churches who want to see God’s kingdom come through 
the power of Jesus Christ. Our common ground is an 
evangelical Anabaptist theology, as articulated in 
our network covenant. Our common vision is to see 
Jesus bring transformation to our local communities. 

 

Cross-Country Climate Ride 
A cross-country bike ride to raise visibility on climate 

issues is being sponsored by the Center for Sustainable 

Climate Solutions (CSCS) – a partnership between 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), Eastern 

Mennonite University (EMU) and Goshen College. The 

cross-country bicycle ride departed May 31 from Seattle, 

WA, and culminates on July 28 in Washington, DC.  

 

Climate Riders will raise visibility on climate issues, learn 

about the impacts of climate change on diverse 

communities and connect concerned Anabaptists across 

the country with climate efforts of CSCS and other 

organizations. Follow along with the young adult Climate 

Riders and MCC guest riders by signing up for the 

weekly email newsletter. Join Climate Riders for a series 

of virtual and in-person Community Townhall meetings. 

More information 

at sustainableclimatesolutions.org/climate-ride. 
 
A Common Place MCC Magazine 
The Spring/Summer 2021 edition of A Common Place, a 

publication of Mennonite Central Committee, is available 

now. You can read the latest edition which is available in 

the church library on the large table. Or you can read it 

online at www.mcc.org/common-place-springsummer-

2021. This edition features the following information: 

 From the executive director — The things that 

make for peace 

 Peace: A thread woven through MCC’s ministry 

 First person: Martha Ines Cortes Biojó 

 A journey of bold listening 

 Women working for peace 

 On assignment: MCC representatives 

 Hello children's page — Hello DR Congo 

 

Gaza Relief: How You Can Help 
Violence continues to escalate in Gaza, Israel, and the 
West Bank, worsening an already poor humanitarian 
situation, especially in Gaza. MCC will be working with 
partners to provide emergency relief to people affected. 
MCC staff and partners are assessing the situation and 
planning a response that will likely include emergency 
food, hygiene supplies, household items, housing 
reconstruction and trauma healing. Your financial 
contribution will provide essential support for so many. 
You can donate online at 
www.donate.mcc.org/cause/gaza-relief.  
 

Stay Connected 
You can stay connected with the latest news from MCC 
at www.mcc.org.  
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Mennonite Disaster Service is a volunteer network 
of Anabaptist churches that responds in Christian 
love to those affected by disasters in Canada and 
the United States. While the main focus is on clean 
up, repair and rebuilding homes, this service 
touches lives and nurtures hope, faith and 
wholeness. 
 
Stay connected with the Mennonite Disaster 
Service (MDS) at www.mds.mennonite.net.  
You can access news and updates on the website 
as well as subscribe to their monthly newsletter  
On The Level. 

 
On The Level - May 
In this issue, Mennonite Disaster Service 
celebrates the wrap up of its multi-year long 
Hurricane Harvey response, volunteers are working 
on two new homes damaged by tornadoes in Ohio 
and the 2021 Spirit of MDS Fund (MDS Canada) 
issues 43 grants, worth $104,900. 
 
To read the full issue, visit https://conta.cc/3hA4mgR.  
 

Weekly Reports 
You can keep up on all the work being done 
through the Mennonite Disaster Service by reading 
the weekly reports posted online at 
www.mds.mennonite.net/category/weekly-reports/.  
 
Your Gifts Make a Difference 
Last year, more than 6,000 Mennonite Disaster 
Service volunteers cleaned up, repaired or rebuilt 
homes for more than 487 disaster survivors in the 
U.S. and Canada. There is more work to do! In the 
past year, ferocious wildfires burned homes in the 
West, violent storms swept through the Midwest, 
and multiple hurricanes struck the Gulf Coast. 
Disaster survivors need our volunteers more than 
ever and your donations will keep them going!  
 
You can donate online at 
www.mds.mennonite.net/donate/.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Want to Help the Mission? 

Your generous donations of food, cleaning and 
hygiene products, and other household items save 
money that we can then devote to our other life-
changing ministries. Each week the Mission updates 
its current needs list at 
www.KokomoRescueMission.org/get-involved/donate-
items. Please make sure that all food donations are 
not expired; we will not be able to accept them.  
 
Donations can be dropped off at the Main building at 
321 W. Mulberry, Monday 9:30 am – 4:00 pm & 
Tuesday – Friday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm. When 
you arrive, please ring the doorbell located on the left 
of the door and someone will be out to assist you. 
 
Current Needs List: 
Canned Food 

 Fruit & vegetables 

 Beans 

 Pork n Beans 

 Meats 

 Carrots 

 Mixed vegetables 

 Beef Stew 

 Chili 
Other Food 

 Salad dressing 

 Vinegar 

 Dry noodles 

 Rice 

 Minute rice 

 Instant mashed potatoes 

 Coffee 
Perishable Items 

 Bread 

 Butter 

 Cheese 

 Bagged lettuce & salads 

 Fresh fruits & vegetables 
Cleaning Supplies 

 Paper towels 

 Toilet paper 

 Antibacterial soap 

 Disinfectant wipes 

 Bleach 
Personal Hygiene 

 Shampoo 

 Deodorants 

 Tampons/pads 
Other Items 

 Batteries: AA, AAA, C & D 

 First aid supplies 
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Sister Care Seminars 
Sister Care seminars provide women with tools for 
ongoing personal healing, recognizing and 
celebrating God’s grace in their lives, and 
responding more confidently and effectively to the 
needs of others in their families, congregations, and 
communities. 
 
Sister Care explores these areas of caring ministry: 
 
I Am God’s Beloved Daughter 
What we believe about our personal worth and 
identity makes a difference in how we care for 
others. 
 
Caring for Self and Others 
Caring for others is costly. We need to set limits 
and nurture ourselves as we minister to others in 
our homes, congregations, and communities. 
 
Compassionate Listening 
Compassionate listening is spiritual work that can 
help transform brokenness and grief. 
 
Transforming Loss and Grief 
God’s healing often happens in the context of a 
caring congregation of people who have done their 
own healing work, have learned from their 
experiences, and have grown in compassion for 
others. 
 
Learn More 
To learn more about Sister Care, visit 
https://mennonitewomenusa.org/ministries/sistercare/.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer various ways to stay connected to 
Howard-Miami Mennonite Church online. Keep up 
with the latest news, events, and praise and prayer 

requests through the following ways:  

 

Website: www.HowardMiami.org 

 

Worship Services/Past Sermons: 
www.HowardMiami.org/sermons 

 

Bulletins, Newsletters & Calendars: 
www.HowardMiami.org/bulletins-
calendar-newsletters  

 

Facebook: Don’t forget to like and 
share our posts!! 
www.facebook.com/HowardMiami  

 

YouTube: Don’t forget to subscribe!! 
http://bit.ly/3aTkUNi (or go to 
www.YouTube.com and search “Howard-
Miami Mennonite Church”)  

 

CrossTalk: Subscribe to our weekly  
e-newsletter at www.HowardMiami.org  

 

Online Events Calendar: 
www.HowardMiami.org/events  
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Contact information for the coming month: 

 Buddy Bags – Linda Miller 

 One Call – Ruth Andrews 

 Pastoral Care – Pastor Will Douglas 

 Funeral Planning – Pastor Will Douglas & 
Dale Birkey 

 Worship Coordinator – Elizabeth Hannah 

 Office for June – Lynelle Mellady 
 

 
Worship With Us! 

Sundays 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Howard-Miami Mennonite Church exists to love, 
glorify and worship God, to love and serve others, 
to share the Gospel, and to encourage each other 

to become fully devoted followers of Jesus, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Howard-Miami 

Mennonite Church Newsletter 

is published by: 

 

Howard-Miami  

Mennonite Church 

3976 E 1400 S 

Kokomo, IN 46901 

765-395-7509 

office@howardmiami.org 

www.HowardMiami.org 

 

We are a member of the 

Evana Network. Evana means 

“God is gracious” and is of 

Latin origin. Learn more at 

www.EvanaNetwork.org. 
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